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THE PEST BULLETIN

Mice & Rats—Yikes!
e

ver had that creepy feeling of seeing
something move out of the corner of
your eye, only to suddenly realize that it
really was a mouse scurrying for cover?
There’s a lot of that happening these days!
Even people who haven’ t had
problems with mice or rats at other times
of the year may have them now and in the
months ahead. These pests often move
indoors with cool weather—a natural result
of their wanting to live in the most
suitable environment they can find. It
may be a great free deal for them, but it’s
no fun for you, as they:
1. Eat & contaminate your food.
2. Damage wiring and insulation

as they chew through and use it for
nesting material. Even worse, their
chewing can cause electrical fires and
additional damage.
3. Transmit diseases.
Some of the diseases
associated with rats and
fleas and mites from rats
include Salmonella bacteria
food poisoning, leptospirosis,
plague, and rickettsialpox.
Fortunately, the common house mouse
isn’t a source of hantavirus , but deer
mouse and certain other mice and rats are
carriers. Rodents are also a source
of allergens.

Pests Like Recycling Too

R

ecycling is great! It’s one of those
valuable practices that we should
have started in earnest a long time ago,
and need to do now more than ever
because of our “throw-away” culture. We
all have a part to play in reducing the
amount of garbage filling our
landfills, and reusing precious
non-renewable
resources.
Whenever possible, consider
how to: Recycle, Reuse, and
Repurpose.
Unfortunately, many times
recycling is done improperly, creating a
new set of conditions that causes pest
problems. While everyone should
recycle, please learn how to do it without
promoting pest problems.
Cockroaches, ants, and mice and rats
are just some of the pests associated
with poor recycling practices. Here are
some tips to help you be pest-wise and
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avoid attracting pests while you recycle.
• Rinse and drain (or shake the
liquid out of) cans and bottles of soda and
other drinks. The liquid that often remains
in the bottom of containers is very
attractive to pests. Remember, pests are
attracted to liquid just as much as
solid food.
• Clean your recycling bins
regularly if they have gunk or food
scraps in them. If cleaning is
impractical, line the bins with
plastic bags to help catch the spills.
• Empty recycling bins frequently.
Once a week usually works fine because
most flies can’t finish developing in that
short a time period.
• Keep the lid on recycling bins and
use tight-fitting lids to keep pests
from entering the bins, searching for food
and water.

4. Can cause rat-bite fever if they
bite you.
5. Cause embarrassment and are
a nuisance.
These pests don’t go
away on their own—in
fact, the situation usually
becomes worse if nothing
is done about them because
they can have a new brood of
babies every 45 days! So, if you are
having problems with mice or rats, call us
today to control these troublesome pests.

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

Ithe bottom, side, and top of all
nstall or renew weather stripping on

outside doors to help reduce the number
of pests that enter through these cracks.
This, along with our regular treatments,
will help keep out pests that are
attempting to invade your home.

Oh honey, it’s perfect!
Now all of our children
can join us for the holidays!

More information for our valued customers. . .

Can Spiders Hear You?

I

t has always been thought that what?
because spiders don’t have ears or
eardrums, they can “hear” sounds
only up to a couple inches away. A
recent discovery with jumping spiders
showed that these spiders actually have a much more
acute sense of hearing than ever believed.
Spiders have very sensitive hairs on their legs that
can feel vibrations. These hairs are so sensitive that
they can feel the vibrations that sounds make.
Using a new technique, researchers were able to
get in the spider’s brain and see when neurons fire. The
spiders were able to hear sounds up to 16 feet away.
So, could spiders be overhearing our conversations? Much is still unknown about what spiders
can and can’t hear. The jumping spiders were most
sensitive to sound frequencies that would enable them
to hear the beating wings of certain kinds of wasps that
parasitize them—the spiders would stop and remain
motionless when they heard those sounds. Spiders
may never have developed an ability to hear voices, or
other sounds that do not immediately threaten them.
These tests were done with jumping spiders.
Other kinds of spiders are now being tested, to
determine what they can and can’t hear.

Lone Star Ticks Spreading

Mincluding the lone star tick.

any tick species are expanding their range,
This tick use to be
restricted to Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and the Gulf
Coast. Now it can be found as far north as Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Maine, and is particularly abundant
along the East Coast.
The primary host of this tick are white-tailed deer,
which have become more abundant in recent years.
But wild turkeys are also playing an important role, as
these birds spread and become more
numerous. Wild turkeys are a preferred
host for the tick larvae and nymphs.
Lone star ticks spread a variety of
serious diseases to people, cats and
dogs. One of the lesser-known and more
unusual problems from their bites is an allergic reaction
when people eat red meat. The allergy has been
increasing as the ticks have increased and spread.

A New Bed Bug
in Florida

T

he common bed bug
has come back with a
vengeance. But there is also
another bed bug, the tropical
bed bug , which has recently
been found in Florida.
The tropical bed bug is almost identical to
the common bed bug in most ways, but is
restricted to more tropical and sub-tropical
climates. Previously there had been no sightings of
the tropical bed bug in Florida for over 60 years.
Because it can be easily mistaken for the common
bed bug, it may be in many areas, and more widespread than is
currently known.
Tropical bed bugs develop faster than common bed bugs, but
produce fewer eggs. Whichever bed bug is present, it may not
make much of a difference in how we treat them.
Other Bed Bugs: Common and tropical bed bugs live entirely
on human blood, but there are other bed bugs that occasionally
bite people, but can’t survive on human blood alone. These
include bat bugs, swallow bugs, and chimney swift bugs. They
aren’t nearly as common a problem as human bed bugs, but they
sometimes migrate indoors from bat and bird nests outdoors.

Mice Make
Ultrasonic Sounds

Multrasonic “songs” to attract
ice

are

able

to

make

mates as well as help them defend
their territories. The sounds are
high frequency whistles, and
are completely inaudible to the
human ear.
Until now, it was not known how the mice were making these
sounds. It turns out they are making the sounds in a way never
seen before in any animal—they shoot air from the windpipe
against the inner wall of their larynx. This causes a resonance
and produces the ultrasonic “whistle”.
The only thing that has been known
before to make these high frequency
sounds is the engines of supersonic jets. It
is possible that other animals, including
bats, may be using the same mechanism.

Whether you are a new or longtime customer, we want to take this opportunity to
say “Thank you” for your valued business, and for telling others about our services. We appreciate the
opportunity to protect your property and make your lives healthier and better by eliminating your pest problems.
We wish you all Peace, Joy and Love throughout the coming year!
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